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Defining Election Fraud 
 
Note: The definition provided below is for the purposes of this EAC project.  
Most of the acts described come within the federal criminal definition of fraud, 
but some may not. 
 
Election fraud is any intentional action, or intentional failure to act when 
there is a duty to do so, that corrupts the election process in a manner that 
can impact on election outcomes.  This includes interfering in the process by 
which persons register to vote; the way in which ballots are obtained, 
marked, or tabulated; and the process by which election results are 
canvassed and certified. 
 
Examples include the following: 
 

• falsifying voter registration information pertinent to eligibility to cast 
a vote, (e.g. residence, criminal status, etc).; 

• altering completed voter registration applications by entering false 
information; 

• knowingly destroying completed voter registration applications (other 
than spoiled applications) before they can be submitted to the proper 
election authority; 

• knowingly removing eligible voters from voter registration lists, in 
violation of HAVA, NVRA, or state election laws; 

• intentional destruction by election officials of voter registration records 
or balloting records, in violation of records retention laws, to remove 
evidence of election fraud; 

• vote buying; 
• voting in the name of another; 
• voting more than once; 
• coercing a voter’s choice on an absentee ballot; 
• using a false name and/or signature on an absentee ballot; 
• destroying or misappropriating an absentee ballot; 
• felons, or in some states ex-felons, who vote when they know they are 

ineligible to do so; 
• misleading an ex-felon about his or her right to vote; 
• voting by non-citizens who know they are ineligible to do so; 
• intimidating practices aimed at vote suppression or deterrence, 

including the abuse of challenge laws; 
• deceiving voters with false information (e.g.; deliberately directing 

voters to the wrong polling place or providing false information on 
polling hours and dates); 
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• knowingly failing to accept voter registration applications, to provide 
ballots, or to accept and count voted ballots in accordance with the 
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act; 

• intentional miscounting of ballots by election officials; 
• intentional misrepresentation of vote tallies by election officials; 
• acting in any other manner with the intention of suppressing voter 

registration or voting, or interfering with vote counting and the 
certification of the vote. 

 
Voting fraud does not include mistakes made in the course of voter 
registration, balloting, or tabulating ballots and certifying results.  For 
purposes of the EAC study, it also does not include violations of campaign 
finance laws. 
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